Internal structure of voicing categories in early infancy.
It is well established that young infants process speech in terms of perceptual categories that closely correspond to the phonetic categories of adult language users. Recently, Kuhl (1991) has provided evidence that this correspondence is not limited to the region of category boundaries: At least by 6-7 months of age, vowel categories of infants, like those of adults, have an internal perceptual structure. In the current experiments, which focused on a consonantal contrast, we found evidence of internally structured categories in even younger infants-3-4 months of age. The implications of these findings for the nature of the infant's earliest language-universal categories are discussed, as is the role of exposure to the native language in shaping these categories over the course of development.